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authority, I copied his former directions into the book 
named. (See p. 67, note 16.) 

It is curious that a writer so well informed in the his- 
tory of etching as the author of this Handbook should 
allow the following sentence to stand: — "It is only, I 
believe, since photographers took to using flat trays for 
baths that etchers have learned to use them also." I 
pointed out the erroneousness of this opinion in the first 
number of this Review (see p. 6). To the authority 
there cited might have been added Meynier, Anleiiung 
zur Aetzkunst, Hof, 1804, who figures the tray on Plate II, 
Fig. 6, and describes it on p. 17. 

S. R. Koehler. 




ART AND THE FASHIONS. 

Beauty in Dress. By Miss Oakey. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. 1881. 196 pp. i2mo. 

JEW who have considered the subject from any 
but a strictly dressmaker's point of view can 
doubt that other things beside the decrees of 
fashion — that certain aesthetic principles — may 
be and should be consulted in the dress of at least the 
female part of the race. The opposite sex is forever twit- 
ting women with their devotion to fashion, and custom, and 
precedent, — with their slavish adherence to the dogmas of 
shopkeepers, and mantuamakers, and leaders of society. 
There is injustice in this, and something more than a want 
of grace when we consider the source from which it comes, 
— when we reflect that men's costumes are far more cast- 
iron in their laws, and far more strictly and universally 
adopted, than are those of women. There has never been 
a time, even when the dictates of fashion have seemed to 
be most rigidly enforced, when women were not allowed a 
far greater limit of variation than is ever claimed by the 
trousered sex. At the present time, moreover, there is a 
peculiar liberty allowed, and even encouraged by fashion 
itself. Never within the memory of living women have 
sartorial laws been so flexible ; never has it been possible 
for a woman to dress so entirely to suit her appearance 
and her taste. From foot-gear to head-gear there is not 
an article of the toilette which may not be almost indefi- 
nitely modified without seeming " out of fashion." More 
than this, there has been growing up in society of late a 
distinct preference for artistic and individual modes. To 
be eccentric, with a pleasing eccentricity, may now be a 
woman's highest claim to be called well-dressed. The 
mania for " aesthetic " attire, caricatured in Punch, has, in 
its quieter manifestations, been productive of immense 
good to the collective appearance of the sex. Miss Oakey's 
little book comes, therefore, at a favorable moment. It 
contains many good suggestions, and enforces some ad- 
mirable precepts. The chief impression left by its perusal 
is, however, one of dissatisfaction. It is incomplete and 
fragmentary. Perhaps, however, in the nature of things it 
would be impossible to treat the subject otherwise than 
with judicious hints, which may do good if they fall upon 
favorable ground. 

The best part of the volume is that which analyzes the 
different combinations of color and form that go to make 
the physical variations of the race, and which points out 
what colors best suit each type. The conclusions arrived 
at seem usually right, though they are at least open to dis- 



cussion in several instances. The difficulty in the way of 
their doing much practical good lies in the difficulty of 
their application. It is hard to legislate well for classes 
when classes can barely be said to exist, when — as with 
some grammatical rules — the exceptions and subvariations 
far outnumber the strictly conformant types. Every woman 
is in herself a peculiar type. In attempting to find her 
place in a general class (even though broadly defined as 
the classes are in Miss Oakey's book), and to dress herself 
in accordance with the rules prescribed therefor, she may 
go further wrong than in adjusting her toilette by empirical 
reference to the looking-glass and to the verdicts of impar- 
tial friends. One point, however, is well worthy of notice 
in this part of Miss Oakey's volume, — the assertion that 
black is not a color that can be creditably, or even safely, 
worn by every woman. The- practical advantages of black 
clothes as such, and the fact of their comparative quiet- 
ness of effect, has brought them into more general favor 
than they deserve. With her treatment of the color ques- 
tion I have noted much the best part of Miss Oakey's 
book. Of cut and line and general propriety of effect she 
has not much to say that is unfamiliar to the average shop- 
ping woman. Those who transgress the very elementary 
principles she here lays down must be so devoid of percep- 
tive qualities as to be unable to derive any profit from any 
teaching. One may take exception, by the way, to the 
author's preference for colored shoes. 

Miss Oakey's book, in conclusion, cannot fail to do some 
good by turning women's minds to think of the subtile, yet 
important relations of color in costume, even though it 
does not furnish many precepts which may safely be fol- 
lowed out of hand. That this last is the case ensues, I 
must repeat, rather from the nature of the subject than 
from any incompetence on the author's part to treat it 
with ability. What Miss Oakey might have accom- 
plished, however, is a better arrangement of her little 
book. Faults of construction and sequence and logical 
connection are almost unpardonable in so small and simple 

a volume. 

M. G. Van Rensselaer. 



NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
American. 

Mr. H. A. Rothermel, of St. Louis, Mo., proposes to 
publish a monthly illustrated magazine, entitled Art and 
Music. " The art magazines of the East,'-' says the pro- 
spectus, " while of great value in themselves, as reflectors 
of the course of events in Europe and on the Atlantic coast, 
are not sufficiently broad in scope to satisfy the needs of 
the whole country." The publisher promises "to make 
good this shortcoming in a monthly magazine, which shall 
rival any of its Eastern cotemporaries, both in the quality 
of its reading matter and illustrations, and in the excellence 
of its musical columns." 

Mr. Charles H. Moore's series of five plates, exe- 
cuted in etching and mezzotint, after the manner of Tur- 
ner's Liber Siudiorum, and issued by the Harvard Art 
Club, has been completed. The plates are, — 1. The Vil- 
lage of Simplon; 2. Gathering Storm, Simplonj 3. Old 
Door- Way, Venice; 4. Florence, from near San Miniato s 
5. On the Lagune, Venice. The series may be had of Mr. 
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Oscar F. Allen, Cambridge Savings Bank, Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Mr. S. A. Schoff is engraving on steel, and Messrs. 
John A. Lowell & Co., 21 Exchange Place, Boston, are 
about to publish, The Bathers, by the late W. M. Hunt, 
from the original in the possession of Mr. Charles Fair- 
child. This plate is to be the first of a series of high- 
grade engravings to be issued by the Messrs. Lowell. It 
may be open to doubt whether the choice of the picture, 
owing to its peculiarities of execution, which are the very 
reverse of those characteristic of the pictures usually se- 
lected by the great burinists, was a wise one ; but, however 
difficult the task, all those who know Mr. Schoff's work 
will know also that it rests in good hands. 

Mr. Thomas L. Winthrop's articles on Old English 
Porcelain, originally written for this Review, will be issued 
in pamphlet form by Messrs. Estes & Lauriat. 

Foreign. 

Messrs. G. Bell & Sons are about to publish an his- 
torical catalogue of the pictures in the Royal Collection at 
Hampton Court, with notes by Mr. E. Law. The re- 
searches among the inventories, back to the time of Henry 
VIII., have resulted in the identification of most of the 
pictures, and in fixing the names of the artists to whom 
they are ascribed. 

Mr. G. E. Street, the well-known architect, is about 
to publish, through Mr. Murray, a work on The Rise of 
Styles in Architecture. 

Mr. Fagan's numerous fac-similes of stamped or writ- 
ten marks used by English and foreign collectors of prints 
and drawings will shortly be published in a volume, under 
the title of Collectors' Marks. The book will give the 
dates at which many of the works bearing these signatures 
have been sold, and the total sums realized at the sales. 
Before proceeding further, Mr. Fagan will be thankful to 
those who have made similar gatherings of marks, and will 
aid in producing as complete a series of such examples as 
possible, if they will forward their marks to him at Club 
Chambers, 207 Piccadilly, W. — The Athenaum. 

Mr. Fisher is (according to the Athenceum) preparing 
in the British Museum a catalogue raisonni of the engrav- 
ings of the early chasers in niello, and of the works of the 
painter-engravers of the primary period of the art. Ac- 
cording to the same authority, Mr. Fisher has also under- 
taken to write a preparatory essay on the subject of the 
catalogue. 

M. Terrien de la Couperie is preparing, at the invi- 
tation of the Committee of Council on Education, a History 
of Chinese Art, which will form one of the series to which 
Dr. Birdwood's excellent manual on Indian arts belongs. 
— The Academy. 

M. C. Fontaine-Borgel, of Geneva, has printed an 
interesting monograph on the artist Louis August Brun, a 
native of Rolle, on the Lake of Geneva, who was attached 
to the court of Louis XVI. as court painter. He after- 
wards became Maire of Versoix, in the department of 
l'Ain. The book is said to be enriched with some hitherto 
unknown details concerning the Revolution period and the 
Bonapartes. As it is not to come into the book trade, a 
copy of it can only be obtained by application to the author, 
at 15 Cornavin, in Geneva. — The Academy. 

M. Victor Gay is about to publish, through M. Tar- 
dieu, Paris, a Glossaire Archiologique du Moyen-Age el de 



la Renaissance. The subjects embraced will be literature, 
art, science, manners and customs, and folk-lore, and the 
work will be fully illustrated. 

M. Hayez, of Brussels, has published a monograph on 
Bernard van Orley, by M. Alphonse Wauters, reprinted 
from the Bulletin of the Royal Belgian Academy. 

Mr. E. A. Freeman, who, according to The Academy, 
starts for America on Sept. 27th, and will deliver his 
first lecture in Boston on Oct. 17th, has in press an illus- 
trated work, entitled Sketches from the Subject and Neigh- 
bor Lands of Venice, which will form a companion volume 
to his previously published Historical and Architectural 
Sketches, chiefly Italian. " We believe," adds the paper 
just quoted, " that the illustrations will be found more sat- 
isfactory than in the former volume." 

A New Magazine, to answer the wants of amateurs 
in constructive and decorative art, is to be published by 
Messrs. Ward, Lock, & Co. 

An Album of the Certosa near Pavia, consisting 
of twenty photographs by R. Noack, of Genoa, has lately 
been published by M. Theod. Schiiller, of Leipsic. It 
contains three general views of this splendid example of 
the early Renaissance, and a large number of details of the 
ornamentation. 

Prof. W. Lubke's Geschichte der Renaissance in 
Deutschland (Stuttgart : Ebner & Seubert) is now pub- 
lishing in a second edition, revised and considerably en- 
larged in text as well as in illustrations. 

The Austrian Museum for Art and Industry, at 
Vienna, has begun the publication, under the editorship of 
Prof. H. Herdtle, of a work on French furniture of the 
Renaissance, from specimens mostly in its own possession. 
There will be three or four parts, of six sheets each. The 
objects represented are given in one fifth of their actual 
size, with all necessary details, so that the plates will be of 
use to the practical cabinet-maker. 

Mr. G. Hirth, of Leipsic, announces that he is pre- 
pared to furnish Nagler's Die Monogrammisten, continued 
by Andresen and Clauss, in nine parts, at ten marks the 
part, the whole work to be delivered by Jan. 1st, 1882. A 
new (sixth) volume, containing indices, additions, and cor- 
rections, as well as the purely emblematic marks, not 
accompanied by letters, is in preparation. 

Dr. W. Bode has just published, through the " Gesell- 
schaft fur Vervielfaltigende Kunst," at Vienna, an illus- 
trated work, entitled Rembrandt's fruheste Thaligkeit — 
Der Kiinstler in seiner Vaterstadt Leiden. 



NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
AMERICAN. 

Abbott, C. C, M. D. Primitive industry ; or, illustrations of the 
handiwork in stone, bone, and clay, of the native races of the northern 
Atlantic seaboard of America. Salem, Mass: G. A. Bates. 1881. 
v + 560 pp. lllustr. 8vo. Cloth, $3. „,.,.,.. 

Pennsylvania Museum, The, and School of Industrial Art, Philadelphia. 

— Guide to the Museum. — Memorial Hall, Fairmount Park [Phila- 
delphia]. 1881. 13 pp. Small 8vo. 

Pennsylvania Museum, The, and School of Industrial Art, Philadelphia. 

— Report of the proceedings at the closing exercises of the School 
for the year ending June 4th, 1881. — Memorial Hall, Fairmount 
Park [Philadelphia]. 1881. 18 pp. 8vo. 

Rawlinson, G. The five great monarchies of the ancient eastern 
world ; or, the history, geography, and antiquities of Chaldea, As- 
syria, Babylonia, Media, and Persia ; coll. and illustrated from an- 
cient and modern sources. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. 1881. 
3 vols, xxi + 590, vii + 580, vii + 567 pp. Maps and illustr. 8vo. 
Cloth, $9. 



